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COBB COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TERMINATION HEARING 

In re: Katherine Rinderle 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE COBB COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMES NOW, the Hearing Tribunal, 

Tribunal, 

.A. § 20-2-940(f} to 

conduct matters and to submit findings and recommendations to the local board for its decision 

thereon, makes the following Findings of Fact and Recommendations: 

1. Katherine Rinderle is employed by Cobb County School District ("CCSD"} under a contract 
of employment as a teacher. 

2. The Superintendent recommended Ms. Rinderle's contract of employment be terminated 
and sent her a Charge Letter, first issued on June 6, 2023, and subsequently amended as 
to date and time of the hearing via a first amended Charge Letter on June 14, 2023, and 
via a second amended Charge Letter on July 18, 2023. 

3. Ms. Rinderle was charged with violating: 

a. O.C.G.A. § 20-2-940(a}(2} : Insubordination; 
b. O.

Sufficient 

Cause. 

4. A Fair Dismissal hearing was held on August 10, 2023 and August 11, 2023, with Tom 
Cable, Esq . presiding as Hearing Officer pursuant to O.C.G.A. §o 

Esq¤o 

2023 2023 O.C.G.A. 2023 

Esq

John 
Kelly, and Cheryl Davis. 

5. Ms. Rinderle was represented by Craig Goodmark and Michael Tafelski. Sherry Culves 
appeared on behalf of CCSD. 

6. ~ rch 8, 2023, Ms. Rinderle read My Shadow is Purple to her 5t h Grade Target Class. 





21. M>, Rinde, le encouiaged ti ,e studer1ts not to use the colors pink or blue in t heir drawings 
~nd poerns Af]r=ee / Disegce.l 

22. Ms. Rinderle read My Shadow is Purple and imp lemented this lesson without informing 
school administration or families ahead of time. ree / Disagree 

23. Ms. Rinderle read My Shadow is Purple and imp lemented t his lesson without completing 
Form IFFA-1 or complying with District po licies and ru les surrounding supplemental 
resources. gre / Disagree 

24. Ms. Rinderle did not provide families an opportunity to opt out of the lesson or address 
the topic of gender identity or gender fluidity with their children first. gree I Disagree 

25. Foc_some faroi!i0s, th@ topic at gender ici0ntity gr B@neler fluidity ir1vokes a rfioral or 
religio•,s 13elie{ . ? 1Afi/W& 

26.F :
9
:• • pottera of 111aki11g ,todrnts N!el oaeeffllartablo io ber elm 

27. Ms. Rinderle's actjons have caused multiple parents ta COffif'll!li11 over tirrre , ega, di Mg her 
lack ma mg students fee l uncomforta le. 
Agree / D{sog, ee 

28. Ms. Rinderle's actions have c used the parents of at least eleven students to request that 
the, to Ms. Rm ere s c assroom . gree Disagree 

29. Ms. Rinderle's e-mai led response to the parent complaint about her lesson on My Shadow 
is Purple was inappropriate~ ersely impacted her professional relationship with her 
student's family. Agree / 'Qjsagree 

30. Ms. Rinderle was trained on the District's policies, ru les, and procedures on: 

a. IFAA-R: Instructional Resources Selectin and Acquisitions Gt~ re~ 
b. IKB-R: Controversial Issues 
c. JRB-R Parents' Bill of Rights 

:-Me-e. ~.e,\.-eves~+-
fhe_ (:.::,w\t"f"' 31. A reasonable educator exercising good professional judgment should have known that 

reading My Shadow is Purple to a 5th grade class in CCSD el!!.et.l 1WLIN !n§ 3 · 
administratio,, al,ead of time and 
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32. In January 2022, Ms. Rinde~';:c:H'ef class a children's book authored by a current 
politi@l==ta11d1date and tag El e 




