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October 14, 2022

Dr. Stacy Chambers (Delivered via email and in-person)
Superintendent
Florida State University Schools
3000 School House Road
Tallahassee, FL 32311
FORMAL APPEAL

Dear Dr. Chambers:

The Southern Poverty Law Center represents , & student
enrolled in Florida State University Schools (FSUS), and his parents, Dr. Cecilia Chouhy
Algorta and Mr. Martin Wiedemann Vazquez. is currently subject to a “Withdrawal of
Invitatio n” to attend FSUS. In accordance with the 2022-



Per page 64 of the Code of Student Conduct:






When deciding the most appropriate outcome and disciplinary action in response to
the alleged incident, FSUS should consider the various mitigating circumstances. As

mentioned earlier, this is the first allegedsignificant behavior issue pertaining to There
are alternative pedagogical disciplinary responses that are age appropriate which could be
used by FSUS and would not cause significant and detrimental harm on education

progress like an expulsion or school removal.

At the same time, has been subject to a hostile environment that undermined
his feeling of safety at FSUS. On the second day of the current school year, reported to
his parents that his teacher screamed at students and that everyone was ‘behaving badly all
the time.” The teacher modeled aggressive behavior towards her students. also reported
to his parents that he was being bullied by other students. reported to his parents that
he was pushed by a student during recess on Friday, September®. When Dr. Chouhyreached
out to the teacher with concerns through the Dojo app on Monday, September 12,
documenting that he was being treated harshly by his peers and nervous about going to school,
the teacher did not respond.

The bullying that endured continued for two weeks after Dr. Chouhy contacted
his teacher. frequently reported that classmates called him names and that he felt
targeted specifically by another student. The Wednesday prior to the alleged incident,
reported to his parents that a student had removed a shoe from him and dropped it on the
other side of the classroom.

Beyond being a victim of persistent bullying in a classroom, also struggles to
read. This has increased his anxiety about completing work and hasmpacted his self-



