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This attack was part of the ritual of initiation beatings for youthful

affpnderq‘widethcH\w_n_t(thm_]nge and jncarrgrated yputh 2« “Tests of |

Heart” or “T.O.H.” R.W. was attacked just weeks after entering prison for
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court system to adult criminal court. If convicted in adult court, a direct-filed
youth may be sentenced to adult prison time, regardless of his age, and
transferred to a prison within the F.D.C.

9.  Violence and neglect pervade the F.D.C., making its prisons a

sy .i

incarcerated by the F.D.C. In 2014, that number increased to 346, including
one young person who was reportedly attacked in a youthful offender prison,
like R.W., and subsequently died, just six days after his twentieth birthday.

10. The majority of youthful offenders in the custody of the F.D.C.
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25. Unbeknownst to R.W., this type of attack — multiple youth
ganged up against one, often unsuspecting, youth — is typical of a Test of
Heart.

26. R.W. was immediately overwhelmed and could not defend
himself.

27. When the attack began, Defendant Officer Kiser was in the

officer’s station, which is adjacent to the bathroom area where the attack
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who gathered outside the bathroom, near the officer’s station, during the
attack.

30. After the attack began, Defendant Officer Kiser looked at R.W.
from the officer’s station.

31. While the attack continued, Defendant Officer Kiser stepped
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rape under the Prison Rape Elimination Act. 42 U.S.C.A. § 15609(9)(A)
(“The term ‘rape’ means ... sexual assault with an object ... forcibly or
against that person’s will.”).

36. While the attack continued, one youth exited the bathroom area
and picked up a broom that was resting near the bathroom entrance, by the
officer’s station. He took the broom into the bathroom. Defendant Officer
Kiser remained in the officer’s station and took no action.

37. One or more youth took the broom that had been brought into
the bathroom area and used it to rape R.W., forcibly inserting the handle into

his rectum.
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and laughed as his beating continued. Still others came in to use the

whmamwmg were dope

a
an -~ ~ e




Case 5:16-cv-00045-WTH-PRL Document1 Filed 01/27/16 Page 11 of 17 PagelD 48



Case 5:16-cv-00045-WTH-PRL Document 1 Filed 01/27/16 Page 12 of 17 PagelD 49

54. Several hours later, on his return to F Dormitory from the
cafeteria for dinner, R.W. was stopped by Officer Vincent Cruz. Officer
Cruz saw injuries on R.W.’s body and face. He sent R.W. to see medical
staff.

55. R.W. was examined by a nurse, who noted dozens of wounds
on his torso. He was kept in the medical unjt for one night.

56. While in medical, R.W. was questioned by Captain David
Boyd, an “Officer in Charge” at Sumter. When Captain Boyd learned that
R.W.’s attack had been a Test of Heart, he asked R.W. specifically if he had
been sexually assaulted because he knew that youth are often sexually
assaulted with broom handles during Tests of Heart.

57. The Office of the Inspector General subsequently initiated an
investigation.

58.  On July 25 — one day after his attack — R.W. was removed from
the medical unit and placed in confinement, which is a form of isolation.

59. While in confinement, R.W. was locked in a small cell that
contained just a metal bed with a thin mattress, a toilet and a sink. There was
one small window to the outside, but it was so dirty that R.W. could not see

through it.
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60. For the first few days in confinement, R.-W. did not receive a

sheet to cover his mattress, a blanket or any other bedding. While in
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times a week, and for three interviews with the investigator from the

Inspector General’s office. He was prohibited from interacting with other
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victims of sexual abuse are at risk for greater trauma when placed in
isolation.

64. At Sumter and throughout the F.D.C., victims of attacks are
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the laundry unit. The clothes were not returned to him.
66. R.W. remained in isolation with nothing but his underwear for
multiple days.

67. R.W. did not receive clothes until Robert Weeks, the
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70. Defendant Officer Kiser was not disciplined for his role in this

i_ff_m‘lr and cantinnee tn he amnlaved ac a nrican onard hv the FN C

Eighth Amendment; 42 U.S.C. § 1983
Defendant Bruce A. Kiser Jr.
71. Plaintiff repeats and realleges each preceding paragraph as if
fully set forth herein.

72. Plaintiff’s claim for relief is predicated upon 42 U.S.C. § 1983,
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to brooms and mops, despite knowing that these weapons are used in prison

assaults.

178 _Defendpnt Offiger. Kiser was—aware, that R W faced g, _

substantial risk of serious harm, yet failed to do anything to stop it.
Defendant Officer Kiser acted with deliberate indifference to the substantial
risk of serious harm to R.W.

76. As a result of Defendant Officer Kiser’s failure to intervene,

PR LSSy SRS &

R.W., R.W. suffered physical injury, severe emotional and mental distress,
humiliation and degradation.

WHEREFORE. Plaintiff R.W.. as a result of Defendant Officer

Kicer’e vinlation of the Fichth Amendment ta the TT1Q Caoncfifntion
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JURY TRIAL DEMAND

Plaintiff respectfully demands trial by jury.

Respectfully submitted,
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