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confined to and shuffled between three PRTFs for the five years she has been in DHR’s custody—
one for eighteen months, another for eight months, and then to her current PR'I"F placement where
she has lived for almost two and a half years.

33.  A.A. wants to live with a family in the community, attend hiéh school like other

youth her age, talk on the telephone, and socialize with friends. She wants t:o be a cheerleader,

|
learn to play the piano, and learn to cook. She also wants to go skating, even though it scares her.
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forced to take her thin, plastic bed pad, place it in the barren time-out room, apd sleep on the floor

|
for four weeks. |

methods of control on their youth residents with mental impairments, like the “Group Ignorance”

shunning program that A.A. was subjected to for almost a year.

120. It is also common for youth in PRTFs to be subjected to dingy living conditions

that can border on being squalid.
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including in areas of reactive attachment disorder and trauma.
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equally across all jurisdictions.” ;

141. DHR has also publicly admitted to a “lack of clarity” regardinig who is responsible
for training staff to recruit foster families who are willing and able to address the special care needs
of youth in care.

142. When foster parents are not adequately trained and supported, the foster placement

is more likely to fail, which often results in the children being moved to a PRTF.
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health services would thus not require DHR to fundamentally alter its programs and services.

# e
154. There are, for example, mobile crisis and crisis stabilization sé?rwces available for

adults in Alabama.
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the child’s needs could best be met in the community.
179. Level system infractions do not indicate that a child’s needs must be met in
institutions.

180. These level systems focus on compliance with rules, not improvement in the child’s
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placements and services.
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of the Federal Rul€s oI Civil Procedure on behall of a class consisting ot every youfli who now or

during the pendency of this action meets the following criteria:

The youth is adjudicated dependent under Ala. Code § 12-15-314
mental health impairment that substantially limits one or more major
is referred to, placed in, or at risk of placement in a PRTF (or, as D
these facilities, an “Intensive” facility), and who is or will be
community-based placements or services.
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(a)(3), has a
life activity,
HR refers to
eligible for
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timely and appropriately discharged from PRTFs into family homes and other

\

integrated community settings. |
d. Whether Defendant has a policy or practice of unjustifiably institutionalizing

youth in the Class in PRTFs.
e. Whether Defendant’s policies and practices with respect to the Class violate

the ADA.

f.  Whether Defendant’s policies and practices with respect to the Class violate

Section 504 of the RA. ;
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defined by the ADA, 42 U.S.C. § 12131, and its implementing regulations, 28 C.F.R. § 35.104.

204. DHR is a public entity covered by Title II of the ADA

. See 42 US.C. §

42 U.S.C. § 12131, and its implementing regulations, 28 C.F.R. § 35.104.

As such, the ADA

prohibits Defendant and DHR from discriminating against individuals with disabilities in its

programs and services. See 42 U.S.C. §12132. And the unjustified segregatior

) of individuals with

disabilities constitutes unlawful discrimination under Title II of the ADA. Olmstead v. L.C. ex rel.

Zimring, 527 U.S. 581, 600 (1999).
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