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currently ranging from 7-9 days.

. The case fatality rate among individuals presenting with symptoms has been
estimated at 1.4% in Wuhan, the capital city of Hubei province, with higher
rates in those over 65 and those with comorbidities. Case fatality rates are
likely to vary from setting to setting, increasing as the healthcare system in
an area becomes overburdened and sick patients are unable to be prioritized.
Case fatality rates are also affected by surveillance practices in any setting

which affect the number of cases included in the denominator of this rate.

. Hospitalization with COVID-19 commonly is associated with need for
intensive care and a ventilator to assist breathing. There are currently
estimated to be ~45,000 ICU beds and ~160,000 ventilators in the USA,
many of which are occupied by individuals sick with illnesses other than
COVID-19. Uncontrolled spread of the virus would likely result in over 50%
of the population becoming infected. Model projections, except under the
most strict control measures, predict incidence of patients requiring

hospitalization or ventilators rising well above the US capacity.

. SARS-CoV-2 is a respiratory pathogen, meaning that it is spread through
respiratory secretions, for example droplets expelled by an infected

individual coughing or sneezing, in which the pathogen can remain viable



for at least 3 hours. Transmission can occur either by direct person-to-person
contact, inhalation of these droplets, or by touching surfaces contaminated

with these droplets.

. There are multiple sources of evidence documenting pre-symptomatic
transmission (i.e. the ability of an infected individual to infect others before
their symptoms appear). A study in Singapore and Tianjin, China, estimated
that 50% of transmission is due to pre-symptomatic individuals.
Interventions targeting only transmission by sick individuals (such as
isolation of those with symptoms) are therefore unlikely to contain

transmission.

. Timely and widespread testing of symptomatic individuals and their contacts
Is therefore essential to slowing transmission of the virus. The success of
massive testing, active contact tracing, and isolation of individuals showing
any COVID-19 symptoms has been demonstrated by the case of the
Republic of Korea, which appears to have controlled local transmission. The
scale and extent of transmission in the United States makes these tactics on
their own infeasible, as contact tracing is very resource-intensive. However,
without widespread availability of testing for individuals experiencing

symptoms, it is impossible to know if local transmission is occurring in a



county or city and impossible to refine interventions in a specific location

with the information that accurate surveillance provides.

10.There is no vaccine against SARS-CoV-2 infection, nor are there

prophylactic
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13.Detained populations, including those in immigration detention facilities, are
at high risk for infectious disease compared to the general population.
Factors contributing to this excess risk include poor sanitation, lack of
access to hygiene precautions, and high population density. In addition,
transfer of detained immigrants between facilities complicates efforts to
control infection and trace contacts. A recent outbreak of mumps in
immigration detention facilities demonstrate the ability of an infectious
agent to spread rapidly between centers, infecting at least 900 people from

September 2018-August 2019.

14.The ability of SARS-CoV-2 to spread rapidly and widely in a closed
population is demonstrated by the experience of cruise ships, including the
Diamond Princess, on which around 700 (19%) of passengers and crew on
board were infected over the course of three weeks despite the initiation of

quarantine protocols. 11 of these individuals subsequently died.

15.Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in detention facilities in the United States
would lead to widespread and severe illness among the detained population,

particularly among those considered at high risk.

16.Personal hygiene measures are effective at reducing infection risk, but for a

virus as transmissible as SARS-CoV-2 they will be not be sufficient on their
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own to curtail its spread. Furthermore, hygiene measures are only effective
when there is sufficient access to them, and many individuals in incarcerated
populations do not have adequate access to soap and water. Finally, other
measures, such as regular disinfecting of surfaces, should supplement these

efforts.

17.Due to the substantial amount of pre-symptomatic transmission observed in
other settings, it is impossible to prevent intake of infectious individuals
through screening for symptoms alone. Moreover, due to inadequate rates of
COVID-19 testing in the United States, it is not possible to rule out local
transmission because of lack of confirmed cases. Merely asking about travel
history to areas with sustained community transmission, or contact with
infected individuals, cannot rule out the possibility that an individual is

infected with SARS-CoV-2 upon intake into a detention center.

18.Moreover, staff members who may be living in areas with sustained
community transmission are able to transmit the disease to detained
Immigrants. This transmission too could occur while the staff members are
asymptomatic, and thus cannot be controlled by screening for symptoms or

contact history.

19.These concerns are not hypothetical: a detained immigrant in the Bergen



County Jail, NJ, tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 on March 24, 2020, and
that staffers at Elizabeth Detention Center, NJ, and Aurora Detention Center,

CO, have also tested positive for SARS-CoV-2

20.1Isolation of symptomatic individuals within detention settings similarly will
not stop transmission before symptom onset. As there are several modes of
transmission other than direct person-to-person contact, it is not possible to
identify all individuals who have had contact with a COVID-19 case.
Quarantine of suspected contacts will therefore likely reduce the rate of

spread of the virus in a facility but will not eliminate transmission.
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