


INTRODUCTION

1. This is a class action filed on behalf of the teenagers and young men who are imprisoned




chemical restraints on young men who are secure in their cells. Some youth are stripped naked
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9. Plaintiff C.B. is sixteen years old. Since arriving at WGYCF, C.B. has been repeétedly
beaten, robbed, and threatened. C.B. fears for his safety. He brings this action through his next
friend and father, Plaintiff Charlesfon DePriest.

10.  Plaintiff Eric Ball has a learning disability and is eligible for special education, but he
receives no special education or related services at WGYCEF. He also has repeatedly been
punished with arbitrary placements in isolation without penological justification and for the sole

purpose of inflicting wanton and unnecessary discomfort, pain, and humiliation.

11.  Plaintiff Erik Barnes has received grossly inadequate mental health care for his serious
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CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS

31.  The named Plaintiffs bring this suit on their own behalf and on behalf of all youth who

are_ar will in the future be. incarcerated at the WGYCF.
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zones hold approximately 60 youth. The prison is constantly short-staffed, so officers sometimes
are left responsible for two zones at a time. Additionally, youth are often left unsupervised when
the assigned officer leaves the zone for other reasons. This understaffing creates violent

conditions that subject youth to serious and sometimes permanent injury.
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44.  Some correctional officers and nurses have sex with youth at WGYCF. Many of these
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47.  Many correctional officers do not routinely conduct security checks to confirm that youth

are safe inside their cells, and the security checks they do conduct are so cursory that they are
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John Doe (referred to as J.D. throughout the complaint).

55. In late January 2010, J.D. was held hostage, violently sexually assaulted and beaten by
his cellmate.

56. About three days before the attack, Captain Michael Jones moved a youth into J.D.’s
cell. J.D. was fearful of sharing a room with this youth and immediatdy expressed his concerns

to Captain J ones. Captain Jones ignored J.D.’s concerns.
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May 14, 2010, Thomas submitted an Administrative Remedy Program (ARP) request claiming
his life was in danger for the following reasons: officers leave the zone unattended while

prisoners are out of their cells; officers conduct inadequate weapons searches; doors are easily
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98.  To this day, Joshua still suffers from pain and limited mobility in his right hand as a
result of this attack. Joshua also has anxiety and severe insomnia, and is in constant fear of

another attack.

Eighth Amendment Violations: Use of Excessive Force

99.  Youth in WGYCF live in constant fear and risk of staff abuse. Many correctional oificers
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104. Some vouth. esneciallv those with asthma. suffer adverse reactions from_airthorne,
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responsibilities at WGYCF under the Authority’s contract with MDOC. As the subcontractor

responsible for general operation of the prison, GEO has the duty to provide “access to

counseling and mental health programs.” and tQ ovgratg a Regimented Inmate Niscinlina
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158. Many facility staff receive no suicide prevention training; they do not know how to
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CRAIG KINCAID

161. Craig Kincaid has a metal plate in his left leg and metal screws in his right knee as a
result of injuries sustained when he was hit by a car. Over the past few years, Craig has had
chronic infections in his »left leg that are extremely paihﬁll and make it hard for‘ Craig to sit or
exercise for long periods of time. Craig has repeatedly informed Warden Tripp, Administrator

Hogue, and Commissioner Epps about the history and seriousness of his leg injﬁries. Defendants
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this visit, Dr. Sutton again referred Craig for sm._negrlv avear after Dr. Sutton had made the




171.  On August 20, 2010, Craig wrote an emergency ARP notifying Defendant Epps of the

continuous problems he is experiencing accessing medical care at WGYCF. Craig still has not

received a response.

JOSHUA CLAY

172.  On February 27, 2010, Plaintiff Joshua Clay was stabbed multiple times in a fight and

suffered a significant iniury to his right arm and hand. Joshua was franspborted to-a hosnital for
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health s‘creem'ng of Erik at WGYCF on December 22, 2009. They additionally noted that Erik
felt he could lose control of his temper. | |

182.  While at CMCF, Erik was diagnosed with “Psychotic Disorder NOS” and “Major
Depressive Disorder, Recurrent, Moderate” and prescribed an anti-depressant and anti-psychotic
medication. The first anti-depressant medication, Celexa, gave him headaches, so the

psychiatrist at CMCF, Dr. Sandhu, switched him to Prozac.
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disabled student be provided reasonable accommodations and modifications designed to provide

P ore St U 1 o, cedaooticantlle oo finemar—ay; gop - gepo ke a-reid ATonl ot ' whaos r ‘

W
;@
|

-_———— ————————— —————— — — ——— ——— ——————————
P e ey T x—ﬁ‘»}‘- -—










212, Youth with cognitive and learning disabilities housed in protective custody are barred
from accessing any educational services. WGYCF provides these youth with packets of
worksheets, regardless of their individual educational needs, and denies them access to a
qualified teacher and/or education professional who cquld provide instruction and feedback. The

nackets arfgqt_dcm/cred on mqghcdlﬂ@ bt usnallv are giyen to vaith everv two to th
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conditions Defendants GEO, WGCA, Tripp, _Vinsonz| and Epps violate the Plaintiffs’ rights to be-

Second Claim -

Eighth Amendment Violations: Protection from Harm and Deliberate Indifference to
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b. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction requiring the Defendants, their agents,

subordinates, employees and all others acting in concert with them to cease their unconstitutional
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L h. a\?imrﬂ tn the Plaintiffc reacanahla rncte and atbarnar?a faae: nad :

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, this the 15th W;}m’bajmo.



