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pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1343(a)(3). This Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §
1367 over Plaintiff’s state law claims, as they are so related to the federal claims in this action
that they form .a part of the same case or controversy under the Constitution and laws of the
United States.
VENUE
5. Venué is proper under 2'8 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a “substantial part of ‘the
events or omissions giving rise to the claim[s] occurred” in this district. This Court is authorized
to grant declara;cory relief under 28vU.S.C. §8 2201 vand 2202, and injunctive relief pursuant to
Rule 65 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
PARTIES
REPRESENTATIVE PLAINTIFF
6. Plaintiff J.W. is a seven-year-old resident of the city of New Orleans located in
Orleans Parish. He is currently enrolled at Sarah T. Reed Elementary School, a school opérated
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34, Even before the May 4 and May 6 incidents, J.W.’s parents had serious concerns

about Reed’s public safety policies. On a number of occasions, school officials failed to protect
J.W. from _bullying, isolated him from his peers, placed him in a class room with students more
than twice his age and size, and exposed him to poorly trained school police officers who carry
guns inside the elementary school. J.W.’s parents met with school officials several times to voice

their concerns about the safety and well-being of their child. On several occasions before the

Mav 4 and Mav 6 incjdents. school officials acreed tn mefnmmtheirnragticrgs b prnaiadls

. the Defendants inflicted upon his son on May 4 and May 6. Participants in the meeting included
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| after the event. [These practices]. . .may evoke feelings of guilt, humiliation, embarrassment,
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Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative Standards on Fixed Restraint 2 (Feb. 2009), available
at  http://www jdaihelpdesk.org/Docs/Documents/MovingAwayFromHardware.pdf ~ (quoting
Protection and Advocacy, Inc., Restraint and Seclusion in California Schools: A Failing Grade

22-23 (June 2007)).
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May 6. Defendant Burnett did not decide to suspend the first grader until his father made it clear
that he intended to hold her and her staff accountable for violating J.W.’s rights.

45, On Méy 10, 2010, two local news outlets, ABC 26 WGNO-TV and the Times-
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These Defendants have also pledged to enforce this policy against all Reed students who violate
minor school rules.
62.  The District Defendants have ultimate responsibility for ensuring that Recovery

School District schools operate in compliance with state and federal law. The District
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that school police officers lacked the training necessary to comply with the law. A 2006 news
article documented the school police officers’ lack of training. Stephon Maloney, New Orleans
Hz‘éh Schools Face Tensions. New Orleans City Business, November 6, 2006.

66.  Lisa Thurau is the Executive Director of a group called Strategies for Youth. She
is a well-renowned national expert on improving the quaiity of police and youth interactions.‘
From 2007-2009, Ms. Thurau sent numerous letters to fhe RSD Superintendent and the Director

of Securitv in which she described accounts of RSD securitv staffs’,_use of ynreasonable arrests
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consulting ‘services and encouraged the District to take advantage of alternative policing

strategies  Ms _Thuran never received a resnonse ta her carresnondence

67. On June 27, 2008, former Orleans Parish Juvenile Court Chief Judge David Bell |

sent a letter to Defendant Vallas requesting that the court, the school district, school security, and
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72. - The BESE Board has failed to promulgate policies and practices related to
training and operations to protect the rights of Reed Elementary School students against

unreasonable arrests and excessively intrusive seizures. The BESE Board has approved policies

that provide wholly inadequate guidance to school police regarding how to lawfully execute
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CAUSES OF ACTION
82.  J.W. and the proposed class incorporate by reference all of the above factual
allegations to support the following claims:
Count I
'DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF TO REMEDY

FOURTH AMENDMENT VIOLATIONS:
UNLAWFUL ARRESTS
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8A._ ] W.and the nronosed.classare entifled t0 a vermangpt injunction nrohihiting the
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. CountV
ASSAULT AND BATTERY IN VIOLATION OF LOUISIANA LAW
91. By their foregoing actions, Defendants Burnett, Willis, and Doe are liable for the
assault and battery of Plaintiff J.W. in violation of Louisiana Law. La. R.S. 14:36; La. R.S.
14:33. |
92.  J.W. seeks a declaratory judgment, compensatory and punitive damages against‘
these Defendants. |

Count VI
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Respectfully submitted,

s/Thena K. Robinson, La. Bar No. 32229

Sheila A. Bedi, Miss Bar No. 101652*
Poonam Juneja, Miss. Bar No. 103181*
Southern Poverty Law Center ’
4431 Canal Street

New Orleans, Louisiana 70119
trobinson @splcenter.org

sbedi @splcenter.org
pjuneja@splcenter.org




