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Buenas dias, amigos / Good morning, friends. 
 
A few weeks ago, in Istanbul, another international congress adjourned ʹ one made up of 300 
youth from 36 nations of Europe. 
 
That congress adopted numerous resolutions, and ended with instructions that each one be 
sent to the governments of the members of the Council of Europe demanding they change the 
world you and I live in dramatically. 
 
Their four pages of demands call on all European countries “to grant same-sex couples the 
same ‘rights’ as couples in civil marriages.” 
 
tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ� ŵŽƌĞ͕� ƚŚĞ� �ŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ� ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵƐ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ŶŽ� ďĂƐŝƐ – there is: “no significant difference 
between children raised by same-sex couples and heterosexual couples and that ’54 percent of 
homosexuals in the EU believe that their sexual orientation puts them at a disadvantage in their 
everyday life.’” 
 
To assuage those concerns, the Youth Congress demands hundreds of laws be changed, a 
ƌĞĚĞĨŝŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͕�Ă�ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ�ŵĞĚŝĂ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�͞ĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͕͟�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�
children through school programs, and the amending of the European Charter to define 
ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�ĂƐ�͞ƚǁŽ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͘͟ 
 
All of that, just to enthrone what they call legal equality for a form of sexual behavior ʹ and for 
those who practice it ʹ that is incapable of giving life or allowing its practitioners to even 
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Let me give you a brief sampling of the sheer spectrum of cases ʹ all related to that agenda ʹ 
that the Alliance Defense Fund haƐ�ůŝƚŝŐĂƚĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ĨĞǁ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘��zŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚĞ�ĂƐ�͞ĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͟�
ĂŶĚ�͞ƚŽůĞƌĂŶĐĞ͟� ŝƐ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚĞĚ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞŶĚĂ͕� ŝƚ� ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ-sided and persecution and 
prosecution result. 
 
In New Jersey, our client, the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association of the United Methodist 
Church, a private religious organization like so many of yours, faced tax law and human rights 
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞŶǇŝŶŐ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚǁŽ�ůĞƐďŝĂŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�͞ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�
ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ͘͟ 
 
In New Mexico, Elaine Huguenin, a young Christian photographer, a private businessperson like 
many of you, was assessed $7,000 for politely declining to use her artistic talent to photograph 
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ůĞƐďŝĂŶ�͞ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ͟�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘ 
 
Julea Ward, an honors counseling student at Eastern Michigan University, a student like many 
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�ŶĚ� ŝŶ� ^ǁĞĚĞŶ͕� WĂƐƚŽƌ� �ŬĞ� 'ƌĞĞŶ� ĨĂĐĞĚ� ƉƌŝƐŽŶ� ĨŽƌ� ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� 'ŽƐƉĞů͛Ɛ� ǁŽƌĚƐ� ŽŶ� ƐĞǆƵĂů�
morality from the pulpit of his own church. 
 
These cases, which are just a sample; threaten livelihoods, limit freedom of expression, and 
attack 
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KĨ� ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕� ŶŽǁĂĚĂǇƐ͕� ͞ŝŶƚŽůĞƌĂŶĐĞ͟� ŝƐ� Ă� ƚĞƌŵ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĐĂŶ�ŽŶůǇ�ďĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ� ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ� ĨĂŝƚŚ� ůŝŬĞ�
you.  Those advancing the homosexual legal agenda, no matter how cruel or intolerant of you, 
are immune from the charge. 
 
And the sad truth is that, in the eyes of most of the media and many in society, people of faith 
ǁŝůů�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ďĞ�ďŝŐŽƚƐ͕�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ͕�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ŵĞŶ͛Ɛ�
pleasures, the urgings of conscience before the propaganda of licentious culture. 
 
If your conscience bothers you, our opponents simply expect you to suppress and kill it. 
 
What they tragically fail to understand is that the same conscience that shows us that 
homosexual behavior is self-destructive and wrong encourages us to reach out with love and 
kindness and forgiveness to those who practice such behavior. 
 
Conscience, after all, is what urges us to look beyond the rule of law to follow that eternal law 
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In his recent Good Friday sermon, the good Bishop told his faithful how different kinds of sin 
work to erode and destroy the human soul.  He spoke of adultery and stealing, mistreating 
ŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽŵŽƐĞǆƵĂů�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ͘ 
 
In an interview, the Bishop said that, in contemporary society, we are confronted with, quote: 
 
 “…a program of calculated ‘deconstruction’ that is tolerated in every setting ͞and 
“includes the promotion and protection of a great number of evil laws and some powerful 
lobbying groups that determine what is politically correct, and therefore, socially acceptable.” 
 
I understand that yesterday His Excellency was given a well-deserved standing ovation. 
 
For those truthful words, supports of the homosexual agenda have formally accused Bishop 
ZĞŝŐ�WůĂ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�^ƉĂŝŶ͛Ɛ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�WƌŽƐĞĐƵƚŽƌ�ŽĨ͕�ƋƵŽƚĞ�“inciting discrimination and hate.” 
 
But the activists in Spain, as elsewhere, want much more ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ͛Ɛ�ŚĞĂĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƉůĂƚƚĞƌ͘��
They are demanding, quote: 
 
 “…the Catholic Church cannot continue using the protection of the Constitution as a 
permanent defense that permits it to promote segregation and discrimination based on 
positions abandoned long ago by society.” 
 
^Ž�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ͘ 
 
/ƚ͛Ɛ� ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ� ŝƚƐĞůĨ� ƚŚĂƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ� ůŽǁ͘� � /ƚ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ� ůĞƐƐ� ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ĐŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ�
that must be edited to suit the preferences of those lost in their own sexual depravity. 
 
Again, my friends, THIS is the real homosexual agenda. 
 
Not equality. 
 
Not tolerance. 
 
Not just the dissolution of faith traditions and the laws of marriage ʹ and of religious belief 
itself ʹ but the dismantlement of any government or constitution or church that protects the 
rights of conscience. 
 
�ŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĂƚ��ŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�zŽƵƚŚ�ŝŶ�/ƐƚĂŶďƵů�ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞŶůǇ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ͘ 
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Obviously, these problems cross all national borders.  Almost everywhere in the world today, 
people of faith are under relentless legal attack for doing what, under God, they must do: 
protect life, preserve marriage and the family, and defend religious freedom. 
 
We must stand up, speak up, litigate, engage in public policy, on the cultural debate as never 
before. 
 
And when we do, let me share Ă�ǁŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƉĞ͙Ă�ůŝƚƚůĞ� ůŝŐŚƚ�/�ƐĞĞ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵǇ�ŚŽŵĞ�͞ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽŶĚ͘͟ 
 
In my country, 31 out of 50 states have now enacted constitutional amendments protecting 
marriage as the union between one man and one woman ʹ in every state the people have been 
allowed to vote ʹ ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ŵŝůůŝŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ĚŽůůĂƌƐ͕� ,ŽůůǇǁŽŽĚ͕� ĂŶĚ� Ă� ƐĞĐƵůĂƌ� ŵĞĚŝĂ͛Ɛ� ƌĞůĞŶƚůĞƐƐ�



 
 

8 

 

But perhaps the most hopeful news I can give you is to remind you, once again, that you are not 
alone. 
 
Our Lord promised He would never leave you or forsake you. 
 
And as leader of the Alliance Defense Fund, I have the extraordinary privilege of meeting ʹ 
every day ʹ men and women and children ʹ from across the planet ʹ of every age and 
background and religious persuasion ʹmany with very limited financial resources ʹ many who 
thought they were all alone. 
 
Many who were frightened at the prospect of standing against the legal juggernauts that exist 
to crush anyone who speaks up for life, or defends marriage, or tries to exercise even a little bit 
of religious liberty. 
 
But frightened though they were, they are finding the courage, thanks be to God to stand.  To 
speak.  To take action.  To stand up to the confusion manifested by decrees of Congresses like 
the one in Istanbul, to stand up to the utopians and their totalitarian agendas. 
 
To, if necessary, face real persecution ʹ not because they nurture dreams of martyrdom, but 
because standing for liberty is the right and godly thing to do. 
 
Like Queen Esther, they have come to realize that God often allows difficult situations for 
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�͙�“for such a time as this.” 
 



 
 

9 

 


