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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

__________________________________________ 
       ) 
Ángel Alejandro Heredia Mons et al.  ) 
       ) 

Plaintiffs,    ) 
     )    

  v.     ) Ci



goods contained therein. They also cut off half of my youngest son’s finger. He was less 

than two years old at the time.  

4. The acts of torture I suffered at the hands of military officers included stripping me naked, 



in Mexico until that number was called. After struggling to survive for months in Latin 

America, where very few people spoke English, I was allowed to enter the US to request 

asylum. I crossed the bridge port of entry in Laredo, Texas on or about October 28, 2019. 

I was detained by border authorities and transferred to the custody of Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (“ICE”). ICE has in its possession my original Cameroonian 

passport and my original national photo-identity document. 

Frustration of Access to Parole 

8. From Laredo, I was transferred to the Rio Grande Detention Center in Texas, where I was 

held for about two weeks. I was then transferred to the Tallahatchie County Correctional 

Facility (“Tallahatchie”) in Mississippi. While detained at Tallahatchie, I was provided a 

credible fear interview on or about November 29, 2019. Soon thereafter, I was provided a 

positive credibility finding and related paperwork.  

9. While detained at Tallahatchie, I was able to seek out limited legal assistance from the 

Mid-South Immigration Advocates non-profit. With their help, I was able to apply for 

parole. They worked with my family to collect all necessary evidence in support of my 

parole request. However, their efforts proved in vein as I have been denied parole several 

times now. Each denial letter checks off a box indicating that ICE determined me to be a 

flight risk as the only rationale for the denial. No further explanation is provided. At least 

two officers told me that parole is not granted in Louisiana. One Deportation Officer told 

me to not place my hope in parole and focus on my case.  

10. My last request for parole included the following supporting evidence: an affidavit from 

my proposed sponsor, my cousin who lives in Massachusetts; evidence of his �唀̀ h逄쐀䜀



US citizen cousin living in Massachusetts; and a letter of support from my niece, who is a 

Lawful Permanent Resident, also residing in Massachusetts. I also included information 

about the fact that I am on medication for depression and that I have serious chronic injuries 



Conditions of Confinement  

14. More than ninety (90) men are in my dorm alone. ICE continues to bring in more men into 

this facility everyday despite the COVID-19 pandemic. In my dorm we only have five (5) 

toilets that we must all share. We have one large showering room with only five (5) 

showerheads for us all to use for bathing. There are no curtains separating the space 

between showerheads within the shared room. Additionally, the shower room has only two 

(2) soap dispensers that release foam.  

15. We share eight (8) sinks. Next to the sinks are two (2) more soap foam dispensers. All four 

soap dispensers frequently run out of soap. We are not provided additional soap or 

shampoo. We are often left with nothing to clean our hands, hair and bodies. We have to 

buy our own soap from the commissary if we wish to clean ourselves properly. One bar of 

soap costs about three US dollars ($3). I had to buy my toothpaste at the commissary 

because the quality of the toothpaste they provide us is very poor. We are given toilet paper, 

but it is also very poor quality. 

16. The other day, one man in my dorm put his mouth directly on the jug of water from which 

we all pour our drinking water. We grew very upset and immediately notified the guards, 

asking for help. They told us to shut up and stay quiet in our dorm. We explained what 

happened and our reasonable fear of contamination, but they refused to replace the jug of 

water. 

17. Additionally, there is no substantive medical care here. We do not have doctors attending 

to our medical issues and they rarely provide us medicine. If you complain of any illness, 

you are lucky if they give you ibuprofen.  Throughout my time at this facility, I have 

endured severe pain from my chronic injuries, but they refused to take me to a real hospital. 

Case 1:19-cv-01593-JEB   Document 61-9   Filed 03/31/20   Page 6 of 9





to the yard for recreation to refuse to return to the jail. They want ICE to take their requests 

for release seriously because we are all scared and eligible for release. 

22. Today the formal strike began after it was rumored that there were two confirmed COVID-

19 cases in one of the dorms at this facility. In retaliation of the protest, officers in riot gear 

came to intervene. They entered our dorm and sprayed tear gas. I fell and was unable to 

exert control over my body and limbs.  

23. A female officer came to help me up. She had to press on my back before I was able to 

regain some control. At this point I was taken for a medical check-up. When I returned to 

my dorm, I realized that some of my items were missing, including a book where I keep 



VERIFICATION 

I, T  M  F  am the individual referred to as T.M.F. in the attached 

declaration. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

I have authorized my legal counsel in the Heredia Mons litigation to sign on my behalf 

given the difficulty of arranging visitation and travel in light of the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

I am also foregoing the option to sign documents sent by mail due to the urgency of the COVID-

19 situation and due to reasonable fear of destruction of mail or retaliation by officials at this 

facility. If required to do so, I will provide a signature when I am able. 

 

 
_________________________________________    Date: March 23, 2020 
Michelle P. Gonzalez, Esq.  
On behalf of witness Thaddeus Mokom Fon 
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