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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

__________________________________________ 
Ángel Alejandro Heredia Mons et al.  ) 
       ) 

Plaintiffs,    ) 
     )    

  v.     ) Civ. No.: 1:19-cv-01593 
       )   
Kevin K. McALEENAN et al.   ) 
       ) 

 Defendants/Respondents.  ) 
__________________________________________) 

 

DECLARATION OF K.S.R.  

I, K.S.R., declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge: 

1. I was born in Holguin, Cuba. I am a 27-year-old asylum seeker detained at t@2. rovided access to United 

States (US) television programs and news sources against the Cuban dictatorship to local 

community members. He was found out, arrested and abused by Cuban police. He fled 

Cuba as soon as he was released and able to leave. Not long after he left, I was forcibly 

dragged by authorities to jail in Cuba, where I was also mistreated.  

3. Other than this politically motivated arrest, I have no criminal history or record. As soon 

as I was released, I fled the island and sought to reunify with my husband so that we could 
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seek asylum in the US as political dissidents because we feared for our lives and safety. I 

flew to Uruguay in or about
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17, 209, I was provided a parole denial letter in English with a box checked off indicating 

I was a flight risk. I was given no other information. I noticed that the denial letter was 

marked as denied on December 3, 2019, the same day I was given the parole advisal.  

8. Since then, I have applied for a redetermination of my parole request approximately three 

times, each time providing additional evidence. All my efforts have failed. My proposed 

sponsor is the same person who served as my husband’s sponsor. He is my US citizen 

cousin who lives in Tampa, FL. I have presented to ICE the following evidence: of my 

cousin’s 2018 tax returns, evidence of his US citizenship, copies of his bills, additional 

letters of support from family and friends residing lawfully in the US, documentation of 

my clean criminal history, and a copy of my birth certificate. However, ICE refuses to 

release me, continuing to provide denial letters checking off the “flight risk” rationale 

without further explanation. I have been separated from my husband for about five months.  

9. Here, Deportation Officers (DOs) provide us misinformation or conflicting information 

when they visit the dorms. Sometimes they tell us no one will be granted parole. Sometimes 

they tell us our requests will be denied if the sponsor is not an immediate relative. Other 

times they tell us the requests will be denied if the proposed sponsor does not make more 

than seventy-thousand dollars ($70,000) annually.  

Conditions of Confinement 

10. The conditions in this facility are terrible. Water constantly drips from the walls in my 

dorm and my bed sheets always wet. The food we are provided is often frozen and always 

undercooked. It is also lacking in nutrition and frequently gives us all diarrhea. We are 

mistreated by GEO officers, humiliated and yelled at like we are violent prisoners.  
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noticed, however, that one dorm’s quarantine is being taken much more seriously. Officers 

do not enter that dorm. They feed the women through a slot. This is the Alpha Bravo dorm, 

which we suspect had a confirmed case of COVID-19.  

20. We know from the limited news we are able to watch and from our loved ones on the 

outside with whom we communicate, that this virus will spread very quickly under these 

conditions. Some of the women detained here are doctors in their home countries and they 

try to educate us as well. We are afraid we will be left to die in this place. It is a 

heartbreaking irony, after so many of us fled to the US for fear of death in our home 

countries.  

Plans if Released on Parole 

21. If I am released on parole, I plan to reunite with my husband who lives with my cousin and 

our designated sponsor in Tampa, FL. I plan to self-quarantine to keep us safe from 

COVID-19 infection and to keep fighting my asylum case with the help of my family 

outside of this facility.  
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VERIFICATION 

I, K  S  R  am the individual referred to as K.S.R. in the attached 

declaration. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

I have authorized my legal counsel in the Heredia Mons litigation to sign on my behalf 

given the difficulty of arranging visitation and travel in light of the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

I am also foregoing the option to sign documents sent by mail due to the urgency of the COVID-

19 situation and due to reasonable fear of destruction of mail or retaliation by officials at this 

facility. If required to do so, I will provide a signature when I am able. 

 

 
_________________________________________    Date: March 23, 2020 
Michelle P. Gonzalez, Esq.  
On behalf of witness Karina Serrano Rodriguez 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, Michelle P. Gonzalez, declare that I am proficient in the English and Spanish languages.  

On March 23, 2020, I read the foregoing declaration and orally translated it faithfully and 

accurately into Spanish over a telephonic call with the declarant.  After I completed translating the 

declaration, the declarant verified that the contents of the foregoing declaration are true and 
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